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The monitoring and the scientific study of marine mammal strandings is a key activity for the management of the marine environment
within the framework of the EU Marine Strategy Directive. The ltalian Stranding Network was created in 1986; 20 years later, in
2006, the National Stranding Data Bank (BDS - Banca Dati Spiaggiamenti) was created and made available online by the University
of Pavia and the Natural History Museum of Milan on behalf of the Italian Ministry of the Environment. The online data bank collects
and validates stranding data to be made available online to Governmental and Research Institutions as well as to the general pubilic.
The Data Bank, online at the address http://mammiferimarini.unipv.it, holds the data published by the Centro Studi Cetacei in years
1986 - 2006 and, since 2005, it is updated in real-time with data sent by the ltalian Stranding Network. In the period 1986 to 2017,
5157 stranding events have been recorded, totaling 5275 stranded animals, belonging to 15 species. The real-time monitoring of the
collected data allows to alert authorities and scientists any time anomalous events are evidenced.
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